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The University of Plymouth
Faculty of Education
Douglas Avenuea

Exmouth

Devon EX8 ZAT

Tel- 01395 255351
To Whom it May Concemn,

I have known Michaela since the summer of 2002 when [ first interviewed her for a place on the
Bachelor of Education {Honours) degree course which specialised in Information and
Commumecation Technology (ICT). T was the subject leader for ICT and from that very first mesting 1
realized that Michaela showed huge potential as a pnmary school teacher. She 15 extremely
dedicated, hard working and enthusiastic and sees education as a way of life rather than just a job.

Over the four vears [ taught Michaela had a lot of respect for her opimons and really valued the
feadback she gave to the course as she was pant of the first cohort to take ICT as a specialism. We
acted on a lot of her suggestions and towards the end of the course it feli as if Michaela was more of
a colleague than a student teacher, particularly when she spoke at an e-leaming conference about her
dissertation which was looking at the extent gender can make a difference to children’s attitudes to
ICT. This dissertation recerved a well deserved, very high grade of 85% which showed that Michazla
was really working at the equivalent of a Masters level. Her work showed deep and critical, searching
questions and she maintained a self-critical and objective stance throughout Tt was expertly reported,
soundly conceived and very enlightening.

Michaela also did a research project in a school for deaf children where she looked into how ICT can
benetit children with heaning impaimment. This expenence had a profound etfect on Michaela as a
teacher and really made her question communication barniers and expectations. Again her hard work
was rewarded wath a very high grade.

Michaela is a teacher with considerable potential. She has a lot of relevant pre university experience,
15 very personable and quickly establishes good working relabonships with her peers, pupils and
school colleagues. Throughout her time at university Michaela showed steady growth in the personal
and professional qualities that are essential to successful teaching. She has a strong character and 15
prepared to act on her own initiative, pursuing lines of enquiry to satisfy her inquisitive nature. She
has a wealth of relevant experience to offer and would be very capable of sensitively leading
colleagues in the field of ICT if required

I have no hesitation in commending Michaela to vou. She has a well-rounded personality, 15 flexible,
able to prioritise and will be more than an asset to any school community

Yours sincerely,

Jenny King
Semor Lecturer in Pnmary ICT Education

Emal: jkingf@plymouth. ac uk




